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Interview Guide 

Questions to be covered in interviews are largely dependent on who chooses to participate. Since it is 

impossible to predict who will choose to participate, or what kinds of experiences with accessing health 

information and medical care they will have to share, it is impossible to list all of the questions that will 

be asked during an interview. Oral history interviews are, like all good conversations, emergent—with 

follow up questions asked based on participant responses.   

Interviewers are given the following list of questions as a guideline for beginning the conversation. 

Emergent questions—questions emerging from the conversation--can and should be asked throughout. 

These should be focused on eliciting details about the knowledge and experiences being shared.   

• What is your name?  (If the participant has elected to use a pseudonym, they are being asked to 

choose one at this time, to be used throughout audiotaping.) 

• We are here to discuss your experiences with getting health information and medical care, in 

order to help others to better meet the needs of local citizens. It will help us to know what town 

and county you live in, and how old you are? 

• What good things does our community have in place to help us live healthier? (What do you 

think are the major strengths of your community with regard to health care?) 

• What do you think our community needs to help us live healthier? (What do you think are the 

major weaknesses of your community with regard to health care?) 

• Do you have a regular doctor you go to when you are sick? 

• Is this doctor local or do you have to travel? 

• What do you think are the biggest health concerns in your community?   

(Interviewers can, if necessary, go through the list below, but participants are encouraged to 

generate their own list of answers.) 

o Cancer 

o Diabetes 

o Family planning 

o Teen pregnancy 

o Gangs/violence 

o Heart disease 

o High blood pressure 

o Hiv/aids 

o Other STDs 

o Homicide 

o Drug Abuse 

o Infant mortality 

o Influenza 

o Accidental injury, vehicle accidents, work related accidents 
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o Kidney disease 

o Mental health problems, including depression, anxiety, suicide 

o Prenatal care 

o Pneumonia 

o Strokes 

o Tobacco use 

o Nutrition and physical activity 

o Obesity 

o Vaccinations 

• Of these, what health behaviors concern you most? 

o Alcohol abuse 

o Drinking and driving 

o Illegal drug use 

o Prescription drug abuse 

o Tobacco use (smoking, chewing, dipping) 

o Driving or riding in a car without using seat belts, or child seats 

o Poor eating habits 

o Difficulty handling stress 

o Not getting regular checkups and health screenings 

o Irresponsible sexual activity 

• What could be done to improve these health behaviors?  

• What health needs or medical conditions have you and your family had to deal with? 

• Where/ how did you get the information you needed to deal with [x need or y condition] that 

you mentioned? 

• What was easy, and what was hard, about [that]? (in reference to the above) 

• Where/how did you get treatment for [y condition] you mentioned? 

• What was easy, and what was hard, about [that]? (in reference to the above) 

• Many times other issues in our lives and communities impact our health and wellness. 

What “non-medical” issues do you think most impact the wellness of your community? 

o Here, interviewers may need to give some “for instances.” 

Education and job training for adults  

Job opportunities  

Public transportation  

Recreation opportunities  

Child abuse  

Domestic violence  

Youth violence  

Gangs  

Crime  
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Access to health care  

Access to mental health care  

Access to prescription medications  

Affordable housing  

Utilities assistance  

Food assistance 

Air pollution  

Water pollution  

Food safety  

Emergency preparedness (preparing for natural disasters such as 

hurricanes or disease outbreaks such as pandemic flu, etc.) 

 

 

 

 


